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Courses taught in Florence:         
1) CHE-2A - Introductory Chemistry I, 4 units, UC, CSU Prerequisite: MAT-52 - Lecture and Lab 

Introduction to the nature of chemicals, their properties, chemical bonding, reactions, mixtures, 
environmental topics, and nuclear chemistry. Appropriate for students going into one of the allied health 
fields (nursing, dental hygiene etc.) and for students advancing to general chemistry. Whenever possible, 
the focus of this course will be upon medically related topics. Discussions will incorporate the pros and 
cons of capitalism vs. socialism in regards to health care. Also, the Italian and American medical and 
science-education systems shall be thoroughly compared. Students will visit the Hospital of Santa Maria 
Nuova, the oldest hospital in Florence and host to a famous intern, Leonardo Da Vinci. 
 

2) CHE-10 - Chemistry for Everyone, 3 units, UC, CSU  -  Lecture only 
A presentation of the basic principles of chemistry with special emphasis on the chemistry of food, art, 
music, and the environment. This course is designed to provide a general overview of how chemistry 
applies and contributes to society. Topics include, but are not limited to, atoms and molecules, acids and 
bases, organic and biochemical compounds, genetics, and nuclear chemistry. Students will utilize the 
available cultural treasures of Florence to experience chemistry in everyday life. The culinary chemistry 
portion of this class requires evaluation of Italian main-course cuisine, coffee varieties, and desserts such as 
Italian pastries and gelato. Museums such as the Galleria dell’Accademia will provide paintings, 
sculptures, and musical instruments appropriate for chemical discussion. Live bands at one of Florence’s 
many bistros will engage students in evaluation of musical neurochemistry.  
 

3) CHE-17 - Introduction to the Development of Modern Science, 3 units, UC, CSU - Lecture only          A 
survey of the rise of contemporary science in western civilization from the scientific revolution through 
today. Political, religious, economic, environmental and other historical forces that led to major scientific 
developments and the impact of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and medicine on society 
will be examined. Special emphasis will be placed on exploring the roll that Italian scientists such as 
Galileo Galilei (astronomer, physicist, and father of modern science), Evangelista Torricelli (physicist, 
mathematician, and inventor of the barometer), Marcello Malpighi (biologist, physician, founder of 
microscopic anatomy), and Giovanni Borelli (physiologist, mathematician, biomechanics) had in the 
evolution of scientific theory. Students will complement their studies with field trips to relevant sites, such 
as the History of Science Museum, which boasts interesting displays such as the middle finger of Galileo’s 
light hand and an entire room dedicated to the science of war. he influence of the Medici family dynasty 
and the Catholic Church upon scientific progress will be investigated through walking tours of historical 
buildings and churches. 
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Mark Lewis, Associate Professor of Communication 
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 Courses taught in Florence: 

1) COM 1 - Public Speaking:  3 units 
Students prepare, present and evaluate a variety of speeches. Giving 
our informative and persuasive speeches on topics rooted in local 
culture, history and controversial issues we will engage the 
experience of Florence, Tuscany, and Italy and discover topics that 
can be researched electronically and through firsthand visits and 
interviews. Topics might include gelato, the fake David statues, the 
Ponte Vecchio, a Florence fashion trend, the impact of study abroad trips on the city of Florence, etc. 
Then we will grow our persuasive skills with an emphasis on Roman orators, Cicero and Quintillian, as 
we seek to persuade our audience.   

 

2) COM 11 – Storytelling, 3 units 
Students learn the role and history of the oral tradition of storytelling and how to select, prepare and 
present stories from a variety of genres and cultures. We begin our journey by rediscovering the joy of 
being a storyteller and relating personal discoveries, fears, challenges, and triumphs through stories of 
our travel experiences. Then we turn to the simplicity of the folk and fairy tale discovering the values 
of our host culture through the tales collected from the oral tradition by Straparola, Basile, Gonzenbach, 
and Calvino. Next we explore the world of myth and legend drawing upon Roman/Italian tales and 
comparing motifs and values with other cultures while employing Joseph Campbell’s work on the 
Hero’s Journey. Finally we return to the personal tale with a focus on telling an experience from the 
study abroad or other life experience crafting our own Hero’s Journey.  

 

3) COM 12 - Intercultural Communication, 3 units  
This class focus on communicating across cultural differences and will support us to navigate the 
culture we will be living in – and appreciate and flourish in the diversity of our fellow travelers’ 
cultures. Each foray into the world of Florence, Tuscany, and beyond becomes our opportunity to 
employ the concepts of the class through observation and interaction as we focus on culture, language, 
and social patterns and their influence on how members of groups relate among themselves and with 
members of different ethnic and cultural groups. Through field trips centering on food and public 
spaces we will emphasize self-evaluation and skill development and the classroom will become our 
place to process discomfort with an eye toward assertively taking initiative to enter and interact with 
the world of Florence rather than being a passive observer. 

 
 


