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References: 

Title 5 Sections 55230 et seq. 
Title 5 Section 58003.1, subdivision f on Alternative Attendance Accounting 

 
 
Lower-division independent study courses provide individual students challenging and 
in-depth study or practicum experience on approved topics within any subject area 
under the director of an instructor.  Independent study courses provide the students 
experience in planning and outlining a course of study with their independent study 
instructor and under departmental supervision. 
 
Independent study courses can be designed and offered as a .5 or 1-unit class. In a .5-
unit class, students will have 9 hours of direct contact with the instructor and 18 hours of 
independent work/study/practicum.  In a 1-unit class, students will have 18 hours of 
direct contact with the instructor and 36 hours of independent work/study/practicum. 
The units and hours of study should be defined in the student learning contract. 
 
Students enrolling in independent study courses must be currently enrolled in a credit 
course within the district and have successfully completed one course in the intended 
independent study discipline in the district. Students taking an independent study 
course cannot be on academic probation. Independent study courses may be taken 
only once within a discipline. Students enrolling in an independent study course in a 
Career Technical Education field must pursue a major or certificate in the Career 
Technical Education area of which the independent study project is a part.  
 
Students interested in an independent study course must first develop a learning 
contract with their instructor and the appropriate administrator(s). The content of the 
independent study will be outlined when the specific topic and/or project are developed 
between the student and instructor and must remain lower-division work. Independent 
study should not be used to meet college requirements that can be satisfied through 
regular course offerings. This information will be included in the Independent Study 
Learning Contract which must be submitted to Admissions and Records.  

The Independent Study Learning Contract must include: 
• Detailed course components that outline what the independent work that the 

student will do and what the focus of the weekly student contact hours will be. 
• How the student will meet the objectives and outcomes of the course based on 

the existing course outline of record 



• Agreement on terms addressing the credit/citations the student will receive in any 
publications incorporating the independent study work, if applicable to project.  

• Faculty advisor requirements  
o Must be an RCCD full-time academic employee.  
o Responsible for the supervision, control, and evaluation of the course and 

the enrolled student(s).  
o Provides orientation, guidance, and information regarding course content 

materials and services for each student subsequent to the student’s 
official enrollment.  

o Maintains records/notes to illustrate student grade computation based on 
course components. 

• Work product to be evaluated 
• Number of units/hours as stated above 
• Signatures 

o Student 
o Faculty advisor 
o Department chair 
o Division dean 

 
Academic standards and procedures for evaluation of student progress for independent 
study are the same as those applied to other credit or noncredit courses. 
 
Access to the instructor is the same as that commonly available to students in courses 
conducted by other instructional methods. 
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