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RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Report No.: X-B      DATE:   March 17, 2009 
 
Subject: CCCT Board of Directors Election – 2009 
 
 
Background: The election of members of the CCCT Board of Directors takes place 
between March 10-April 25, 2009. There are seven three-year vacancies on the board. 
Those nominated for election to the board are listed on the attached for your 
consideration. 
 
Recommended Action: It is recommended that the Board of Trustees vote to fill the 
seven vacancies on the CCCT Board from the list provided of the 15 trustees who have 
been nominated for election on the board. 
 
 
 
      Irving G. Hendrick    
      Interim Chancellor 
 
Prepared by:   Heidi Wills 
 Administrative Assistant 
 Office of the Chancellor 
 and Board of Trustees 
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~;);! \\~::'- 0 F CAL I FOR N I A 

DATE: February 27, 2009 

TO: Califomia Community College Trustees 
Califomia Community College District Chancellors/Superintendents 

FROM: Judy Centlivre 

SUBJECT: CCCT BOARD ELECTION ­ 2009 

The election of members of the CCCT board of the League will take place between March 10 and 
April 25. There are seven vacancies on the board. In accordance with the CCCT Board Governing 
Policies as amended and adopted by the board in June 2008, the tenns are now three-year terms. 

Each member community college district board of the League shall have one vote for each of the seven 
vacancies on the CCCT board. Only one vote may be cast for any nominee or write-in candidate. The 
seven candidates who receive the most votes will serve three-year tenns. In the event of a tie vote for 
the last position to be filled the CCCT board will vote to break the tie. 

The 15 trustees who have been nominated for election to the board are listed on the enclosed sheet in 
the Secretary of State's random drawing order. An official ballot for the election is also enclosed in 
this mailing to each community college district chancellor/superintendent as well as copies of the 
biographic sketch fonn and statement of candidacy of each of the 15 candidates. 

Please remember that: I) ballots must be signed by the board secretary and boardpresident or vice­
president; and 2) ballot return envelopes must have no identifying information or signatures. Official 
ballots must be signed and returned to the League office, postmarked no later than April 25. Faxed 
ballots will not be accepted. The ballots will be opened and counted by three tellers appointed by the 
CCCT President and the results announced at the CCCT Annual Conference. 

If you have any questions on the CCCT board election, please call the League office. 

Attachments: 
List of Candidates 
CHANCELLORS/SUPERINTENDENTS ONLY: 

Official Ballot and Return Envelope 
Candidates' Biographic Sketches and Statements 

20170 Street" Sacramento, CA· 95814" 916 444 8641 
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2009 CCCT ELECTION 

CANDIDATES IN RANDOM DRAWING ORDER. 

1. Cy Gulassa, Peralta CCD 

2. Janet Chaniot, Mendocino-Lake CCD 

3. Nancy Chadwick, Palomar CCD 

4. Marcia Zableckis, Barstow CCD 

5. Jerry Hart, Imperial CCD 

6. John Rodgers, Kern CCD 

7. Douglas Otto, Long Beach CCD 

8. *Manny Ontiveros, North Orange County CCD 

9. Jacqueline Simon, MiraCosta CCD 

10. Christopher Stampolis, West Valley-Mission CCD 

11. *Jeanette Mann, Pasadena Area CCD 

12. Carmen Avalos, Cerritos CCD 

13. Eva Kinsman, Copper Mountain CCD 

14. *Bernard "Bee Jay" Jones, Allan Hancock Joint CCD 

15. Louise Jaffe, Santa Monica CCD 

* Incumbent 
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CCCT 2009 BOARD
 
OFFICIAL BALLOT
 

Vote for no more than seven (7) by checking the boxes next to the names 

NOMINATED CANDIDATES 
List order based on Secretary ofState's February 17, 2009, random 
drawing 

o Cy Gulassa, Peralta CCD 

o Janet Chaniot, Mendocino-Lake CCD 

o Nancy C. Chadwick, PalOlnar CCD 

o Marcia E. Zableckis, Barstow CCD 

o Jerry Hart, Imperial CCD 

o John Rodgers, Kern CCD 

o Douglas W. Otto, Long Beach CCD 

o *Manny Ontiveros, North Orange County CCD 

o Jacque1ine Simon, MiraCosta CCD 

o Christopher Stampolis, West Valley-Mission CCD 

o *Jeanette Mann, Pasadena Area CCD 

o Carmen Avalos, Cerritos CCD 

o Eva Kinsman, Copper Mountain CCD 

o *Bernard "Bee Jay" Jones, Allan Hancock Joint CCD 

o Louise Jaffe, Santa Monica CCD 

WRITE-IN CANDIDATES 
Type each qualified trustee's name and district on 
the lines provided below. 

*Incumbent 

Board Secretary and Board President or Board Vice President must sign below: 

This ballot reflects the action of the board of trustees cast in accordance with local board policy. 

Secretary ofthe Board President or Vice President of the Board 
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RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
BUSINESS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Report No.:  X-C       DATE: March 17, 2009 
 
Subject:  Recognition of Former Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee Member 
 
Background: Members appointed to the RCCD Measure C Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee are eligible to serve two 2-year terms. Upon completion of their term(s) it is 
appropriate for the Board of Trustees to officially recognize the contributions and 
stewardship of these committee members. Through their efforts, the Board of 
Trustees and the public is assured that public monies approved by voters through the 
general obligation bond measure in 2004 are spent in accordance with Proposition 39 and 
the ballot that went before the voters. 
 
In August 2008, committee member Jamil Dada completed his term of service on the 
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee. This is the first opportunity that mutual schedule 
considerations have permitted Mr. Dada to attend a Board of Trustees meeting to be 
recognized for his four years of service on the Committee. 
 
Recommended Action: It is recommended that the Board of Trustees officially recognize 
Mr. Dada for his service to the public and to the Riverside Community College District as 
a member of the RCCD Measure C Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee. 
 
 

Irving G. Hendrick 
Interim Chancellor 

 
Prepared by:  Jim Parsons 

Associate Vice Chancellor 
Public Affairs & Institutional Advancement 
(Staff to Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee) 



RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Report No.: X-D      DATE:   March 17, 2009 
 
Subject: Miné Okubo Collection Bequest 
 
 
Background: The District is the beneficiary of a large bequest of Miné Okubo’s artistic 
estate, including paintings, sketches and papers, the bulk of which is shared between the 
District and the Japanese American National Museum. The District physically received 
the  bequest this quarter and has received a small grant and is in the process of applying 
for larger grants to archive the materials and determine the breadth of the work. 
 
Board President Blumenthal has called for the formation of the Miné Okubo Ad Hoc 
Board Committee, with Mr. Takano as Chair, and Ms. Green as Vice Chair. 
 
Recommended Action: It is recommended that the Board of Trustees ratify the formation 
of the Miné Okubo Ad Hoc Board Committee with Board Secretary Takano as Chair, and 
Board Vice President Green as Vice Chair. 
 
 
 
      Irving G. Hendrick    
      Interim Chancellor 
 
Prepared by:   Chris Carlson 
 Chief of Staff  
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The Miné Okubo Centennial Project 
 

The year 2012 will mark the centennial year of the Miné Okubo’s birth.  A native of 
Riverside, Ms. Okubo is perhaps the finest of the Japanese American artists hailing from 
the Nisei generation. She gained national recognition during the 1940’s for her Nationally 
recognized book Citizen 13660, in which she documented her experiences at the 
Tanforan Assembly Center and the Topaz Relocation Center in Utah, using personal 
narrative and sketches.   
 
A graduate of RCC, Ms, Okubo thereafter transferred to U.C. Berkeley, where she won a 
prestigious traveling fellowship to Europe. During her 18 months of travel in pre World 
War II Paris and the continent, she encountered representatives of European modernism 
such as Fernand Leger. She then returned to the United States and served as an assistant 
to famed painter and muralist Diego Rivera While Okubo is known mainly for her 
chronicling of the Japanese American relocation experience, critical reviews of her body 
of creative work have increasingly focused on her contribution to American Art and 20th 
Century modernism more generally. (Her work was recently reprinted in Mark Dean 
Johnson’s AT WORK: THE ART OF CALIFORNIA LABOR. In recognition of her 
artistic career, RCC honored Ms. Okubo with the distinction n “Alumna of the Year” in 
the early 1970s. 
 
Earlier in this decade, when made aware of Ms. Okubo’s failing health, then-Chancellor 
Salvatore Rotella dispatched former Trustee Grace Slocum and former RCC instructor 
Mary Curtin to New York City to assemble her oral history.  Ms. Okubo expressed her 
gratitude to RCC’s contribution to her artistic and intellectual development  in her will. 
 
The District is the beneficiary of a large bequest of Miné Okubo’s artistic estate, 
including paintings, sketches and drawings, the bulk of which is shared between the 
District and the Japanese American National Museum.  Since Ms. Okubo permitted her 
artwork to be sold only to a select group of collectors, the District now holds the largest 
fraction of her output. The value of the District’s asset is therefore difficult to appraise, as 
its value may not be fully mature. Critical examination through scholarly research and 
retrospective shows may increase the value. The market value of an artist’s works is 
subject to a host of variables. 
 
In addition to the art, the District holds some 47 boxes of Okubo’s personal papers, 
including drafts, correspondence, newspaper magazine clippings, photographs and 
financial documents. Such personal papers are extremely valuable, not only to an 
understanding of Okubo, but to any historical reconstruction, given the scarcity and 
incomplete nature of any other extant Japanese American historical collection. So much 
of this historical material was both deliberately destroyed or lost during World War II 
when Japanese and Japanese Americans were pressured to dispose of all such personal 
papers, records, and files. The District’s collections may indeed comprise the single 
largest and most complete body of materials representing mid-century Japanese 
American history spanning the prewar, wartime, and postwar periods. 
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While the aesthetic market value of the District’s Okubo holdings may not be fully 
understood for many more years, its historical significance is without doubt. The 
Japanese American Internment tested our nation’s constitutional ideals. A consensus 
among historians and constitutional scholars is that Japanese American Internment was 
grave mistake. Remarkably, the United States Congress and President Ronald Reagan 
established the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, in which the United States Government 
officially apologized to Japanese Americans interned during WWII and paid surviving 
internees $20,000 each.  Ms. Okubo’s book was among the first publications to bring 
wider recognition of the injustices done and her later testimony before the Presidential 
Commission on Wartime Relocation, to which her book served as a prize exhibit,  
contributed to the successful redress legislation. In recognition of its importance in 
depicting the camp experience and drawing attention to the injustice, CITIZEN 13660 
was awarded the American Book Award in 1984. 
 
Any doubt about the enduring relevance of this chapter in our nation’s history is put to 
rest by the current dilemma our government faces as it looks to address the complexities 
attendant to the prison in Guantanamo Bay.  As our nation faced aggression directly on 
her own territory, her constitutional ideals were similarly put to the test. 
 
The District’s acceptance of the Okubo bequest is a great honor and opportunity. It 
implies the responsibility of managing and caring for this significant resource, a resource 
with cultural, artistic, historical, educational, and economic development dimensions.   
 
Accordingly, this committee should recommend to the Board that the District adopt an 
actionable agenda of which The Mine Okubo Centennial Project can form the core.  
 
This project entails six major objectives, which are not intended to be exclusive, but 
which form an initial, concrete program of action.   
 

• Making provisions for the cataloguing and proper preservation of the Okubo 
Collection. An effort is already under way to apply for grants with the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, among others. The District must work quickly to 
make the collection available to scholars. 

• Planning a major retrospective of Miné Okubo’s artwork to be mounted by 2012, 
hopefully in cooperation with the Japanese American National Museum and other 
estate beneficiaries. 

• Endowing a chair in painting in her honor at the new Riverside School for the 
Arts though philanthropic efforts. 

• Working with the City of Riverside to locate and fund a permanent exhibition 
space for her work and an archive, perhaps in conjunction with the Harada House 
and the Riverside School for the Arts. Such a space might also include resident 
visiting fellows in the arts with fellowships endowed in Ms. Okubo’s name. The 
national significance of the Okubo Collection and The Harada House could 
command substantial financial investment by the Federal and State governments 
as well as philanthropic sources. As a public research university, UCR’s interest 
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as a partner should be explored.  The Okubo Collection could be the pretext for 
enhancing the economic Development of Downtown Riverside, adding to the City 
of the Arts theme. 

• Providing for the care and maintenance of future works of Okubo Art that may 
come into the District’s possession.  Making the effort now to put in place a 
commitment care for this collection will provide incentives for members of Mine 
Okubo’s extended family and private collectors of her work to contribute their 
holdings in the future. Family members have already expressed interest in doing 
so. 

• Mobilizing public support for a postage stamp to be issued in commemoration of 
Ms. Okubo’s contribution to American arts, history, and culture. 

 
This Committee will ask the full Board to authorize the Administration to take all 
reasonable and appropriate action to achieve the six objectives described above. As such, 
it is recommended that a single administrator be charged with primary responsibility to 
oversee this project and make periodic reports to this Committee and the Board. He or 
she must ensure proper coordination among Chancellor’s Office, the office of the City 
Campus President, and the Foundation.  Appropriate discussions must begin with The 
City of Riverside, The Japanese American National Museum, our federal and state 
representatives, UCR, etc. 
 
 




