
Undocumented and Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA)
ACTION
Through survey data and one-on-one conversations with students who have self-
disclosed their status, the top needs are:

• Legal resources

• Financial assistance

• Mental health resources

• Scholarships

These needs are consistent with recent data released by the State Chancellor’s Office in 
conjunction with Immigrants Rising.

Federal:
• Support legislation that codifies DACA, establish a pathway to citizenship for 

DACA students, expand student eligibility under the DACA program, and provide 
Pell Grant eligibility and protection for student visas

• Request CARES Act eligibility for undocumented and DACA students

• Expand SNAP program eligibility to include DACA students

State:
• Seek funds for Dreamer centers and resource staff liaisons at community colleges 

(support Governor’s January proposed budget for $11.6 million for Dreamer 
resource liaisons, $20 million emergency aid grant for AB  540 students, and $10 
million for immigrant legal services through CDSS) 

• Request expansion of Cal-Fresh eligibility to include DACA students

• Seek funding for mental and psychological services (cultural competency)  

ISSUE
Faculty and college leaders support continuing protection for DACA students as well as 
establishing a pathway to citizenship. Approximately 75,000 DACA students are enrolled 
in California public, private and community colleges.   

BACKGROUND
The RCCD Board of Trustees approved a resolution on October 15, 2019, supporting 
DACA students. In 2019 the California State Legislature approved, and the Governor 
signed, legislation requiring a Dreamer Center at each of the community colleges.

Riverside City College created a Dreamers Taskforce in September 2017 to serve the 
College’s undocumented students. In 2019-20, Riverside City College partnered with 
TODEC Legal Services to offer free immigration services. In addition, in 2020 the colleges 
disbursed student equity funds to students who were not eligible for federal CARES Act 
funding.

In 2017, Moreno Valley College aided Dreamers, AB 540, DACA and undocumented 
students by connecting them to financial, academic and community resources. First-year 
Experience staff and students provide peer-to-peer support as well as academic and 
student success workshops. The College was also selected to host legal service providers 
by partnering with TODEC. The Dreamers Taskforce was initiated to support the College’s 
mission to embrace its diverse community, while fostering social development and student 
success for the region.
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In fall 2018, Norco College designated a space for undocumented students known as 
the Unity Zone. In spring 2019, undocu-allies training was offered for College personnel. 
Norco College also developed a working partnership with TODEC Legal Services to offer 
free immigration services. In spring 2022, a Dreamer Taskforce will convene quarterly to 
assess how the campus community can support the growing needs of DACA students.

Data
It is difficult to get an accurate count of undocumented students, as many do not disclose 
their status and pay for their classes rather than seeking financial aid. Identifying an 
individual as being undocumented is also difficult to do while protecting the student’s 
personal information. Undocumented students may apply for state financial aid by 
completing the California Dream Application. Students who disclose their documentation 
status are able to complete the AB 540 form with Admissions & Records to obtain in-state 
tuition. 

Personal Story From DACA Student at RCC
One student revealed to the Taskforce the emotional turmoil that he went through one 
term. He was absolutely terrified of being deported due to the political climate in the US. 
He struggled with school, work, and trying to take care of himself and his family, who were 
also worried of deportation. The student bravely admitted that he needed help, as he felt 
himself sinking ever deeper into depression. He found a therapist who offered counseling 
on a sliding scale based on income. The entire first session was spent explaining to the 
therapist what DACA was, what deportation meant, and how difficult it is to become a 
citizen after entering the country (even as a child) without documentation. Understandably, 
he was endlessly frustrated and felt truly alone. This student was courageous enough to 
come forward to tell the Taskforce about this, but how many other students are going 
through this exact same thing that cannot afford even a sliding scale therapist, or who feel 
that they can’t seek help due to the stigma that still exists both against undocumented 
people and mental illness? Fortunately, his story has a happy ending. He was accepted as 
a transfer student to UCLA, where he is majoring in Biology. He hopes to become a doctor 
and return to Riverside to serve his community.
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2020-21 Dream Applications AB540 Students 

Moreno Valley College 256 225

Norco College 191 159

Riverside City College 1,069 850


