
Student Housing 

ACTION 

On September 23, Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill 169 (SB 169), the postsecondary education budget 

cleanup trailer bill, which appropriates $500 million in FY 21-22, and states intent to provide $750 million in 

FY 22-23 and FY 23-24 for the Higher Education Student Housing Grant Program.  The program, with the 

purpose of providing affordable, low-cost housing options for public postsecondary students in California, 

will provide one-time grants for construction of student housing and the acquisition and renovation of 

commercial properties into student housing. This bill appropriates 50% of the available funds each year to 

California community colleges, 30% to the California State University, and 20% to the University of California 

systems. 

In preparation of potential funding opportunities at the federal and state level, Riverside Community College 

District has taken active steps to gather data and analyze the opportunities to support student housing 

needs. 

• RCCD has selected The Scion Group as consultants to undertake a feasibility study for Moreno Valley 

College and Norco College to gather student data related to current living circumstances, demand for 

student housing, basic needs data, and cost tolerance for housing. 

• RCCD has also engaged the DLR Group to further analyze and develop the colleges’ facilities master plans 

to physically plan for the inclusion of potential student housing on college property. 

• RCCD is working with the city of Moreno Valley to acquire 2.3-acres surplus land adjacent to the campus, 

behind the fire station for potential student housing.    

RCCD has been communicating with the county of Riverside and the seven cities within the District on 

opportunities for community college students and their families in order to be eligible for affordable housing 
developments and rental assistance programs. 

RCCD will continue to: 

• Support additional state funding for vouchers that go through the counties for community college 

students’ housing needs. 

• Seek funding support for rapid rehousing of community college students. 

• Support legislation that provides funding for planning and construction of community college student 

housing.  

• Expand federal, state and county housing eligibility for community college students and their families. 

• While construction of the Aspire is a helpful first step, this project alone will not be sufficient in 

addressing the region’s lack of housing opportunities for foster youth, especially in the regions served by 

Moreno Valley and Norco colleges. RCCD respectfully requests additional investments be made to support 

transitional and rapid rehousing opportunities for foster youth.  

ISSUE 
Housing is a vital foundation for community college students. RCCD and the California Community College 

system recognizes there is a need for affordable housing options for young adults, including those aging out 

of the foster care system.   

In spring of 2020 a locally-administered survey asked enrolled students what information and/or resources 

would be helpful; 11.5% requested assistance with housing. This finding is supported by another survey that 

found 14% of respondents agreeing with the statement, “The place where I am living is only temporary, 

even if I wanted to stay,” and 16% disagreeing with the statement, “I feel confident about my ability to pay 

for this place so I can stay here next month.” [SOURCES: RCCD Student Access to Technology Survey, Spring 

2020, question #21, and Report for California Community Colleges COVID-19 Student Impact Survey - RCCD, 

question #24.]  

 

      

 



In 2019 a #RealCollege survey of over 2,100 District students found that 53% of respondents reported 

experiencing housing insecurity and 18% experienced homelessness the previous year, while 49% of 

respondents experienced food insecurity in the prior 30 days. Overall, 66% of students surveyed 

experienced at least one of these forms of basic needs insecurity in the past year. 

     

BACKGROUND 

RCCD has developed a draft version of a strategic framework for student housing.  In the past two years, 

RCCD and the colleges have been working on the following: 

1. To address the unique needs of homeless foster youth, a disproportionately impacted student group, 

RCCD along with the city of Riverside, created an intergovernmental partnership to obtain project 

funding and supportive services that will lead to the construction of Aspire, a 33-unit special needs 

housing project in downtown Riverside to serve college-age persons who have aged-out of the foster 

care system. Partners share a mutual desire to deliver opportunities to foster youth seeking a path out 

of poverty and homelessness through education. This began when RCCD launched the Completion 

Counts Pathway initiative seeking to end poverty through education. Partners supported the objectives 

of Completion Counts, a program that transitioned into a statewide initiative called Guided Pathways. 

Guided Pathways seeks to have clear academic and workforce training pathways with wraparound 

services for students.   

2. Riverside City College was one of 15 California community colleges selected to participate in the College 

Homeless and Housing Insecure Pilot (HHIP) program through the State Chancellor’s Office. The 

purpose of the HHIP funding is not to provide hotel/motel vouchers or general rental support, however, 

RCC was granted permission to provide vouchers on a limited basis if a student was in a dire situation 

and met the program’s requirements. The HHIP program looks to build upon existing infrastructure and 

resources within the colleges and the local housing services community to implement a sustainable 

program to support homelessness and housing for secured students. RCC has partnered with Path of 

Life Ministries to provide wraparound rapid rehousing assistance to homeless and housing insecure 

students. Path of Life Ministries has agreed to work with the College to provide a program participant 

with up to 12 months of rapid rehousing assistance. Some RCCD colleges have used Hunger Free Grant 

funds for emergency hotel vouchers.  

3. In April of 2019, the District entered into a nonbinding letter of intent to explore the feasibility of 

developing a student housing facility that is no longer being pursued.  In connection with that effort, a 

student housing survey and market demand survey was conducted with results by MGT Consulting.  

Three stages involved: focus groups session (completed in fall of 2020), market demand study, and 

student housing survey for RCC student populations (conducted between March 1-15, 2021).  

The student housing survey and market demand study found the following: 

• 1,762 valid survey responses of which 62% live with parents/relatives; 19% live in a rental apartment or 

complex building; 13% live in rental housing such as a rental house; 6% own their own home; 14.3% 

reported some level of homelessness or housing insecurity within the past 18 months and 556 

respondents indicated they live with a partner or minor dependent. 

• Rent ranged from $100 - $3,000 per month with an average of $584.09, plus $303 for utilities for a total 

of $887.09. 

• Cost/affordability is the top factor for where students chose to live this year. Safety, security and reliable 

internet/WIFI are the second and third most important factors in decision making. Convenience of retail 

and community kitchens per floor were the least important factors in decision making 

 

      

 



• The demand for housing equates to 1,773 beds for full-time students. Due to extremely high interest in 

student housing, the proposed project shows strong demand.  

• The market rate shows the rent at $1,025 per person per month, plus utilities; survey rate is $887 per 

person per month, plus utilities. A proposed rate of $786 per month with utilities is an affordable option, 

relative to the current rates students are paying and rates likely to be found locally.  

4. RCCD is also reviewing on-campus housing possibilities for 400 units at the three colleges; 100 units for 

Moreno Valley College, 100 units for Norco College, and 200 units at Riverside City College. The on-campus 

student housing projects would fit within each college’s Facilities Master Plan. 

 

      

 


