
Foster Youth Support Services

ACTION
• Support Governor’s January Budget Proposal for $30 million in ongoing funding for 

the Next-Up program.

• Riverside Community College District requests additional investments to support 
transitional and rapid rehousing opportunities for foster youth. Campus programs 
provide referrals to transitional living programs, yet the need for foster youth 
housing outstrips availability in the Riverside Community College District region. 

• Support AB 71 (Rivas): A Historic Statewide Solution to Homelessness includes a 
comprehensive plan to address homelessness by investing dedicated annual state 
funding to local governments with accountability and transparency measures.

• The Foster Youth Support Network at RCCD supports early intervention and 
transition support for high school foster youth. However, it is projected to exhaust 
its funding within the next two years. The District will need investments to continue 
to support transitioning foster youth. Each of the colleges - Moreno Valley, Norco 
and Riverside City - receive year-to-year, nonguaranteed funding from philanthropic 
organizations, namely the Pritzker Foster Care Initiative and the Whittier Trust. This 
limited funding supports just the core programming needs for the Guardian and 
Phoenix Scholars programs. Finding a way to better secure this support will allow 
the colleges to assist current and former foster youth students in perpetuity.    

ISSUE
Foster youth face a disproportionate number of barriers to accessing and persisting toward 
a degree, resulting in challenges for this vulnerable population. RCCD is committed 
to successfully transitioning these students from foster care to independence through 
education.

    

BACKGROUND
In 2019, California had 53,638 youth under the age of 21 in foster care. Riverside County 
is home to the third largest population of foster youth in the state with 4,617 youth, 
trailing only Los Angeles and San Bernardino counties (CA Dept. of Education, 2018). 
Foster youth can encounter familial, social, economic, and educational instability which 
inhibits an individual’s ability to transition successfully from the foster care system to 
adulthood.  Such disruptions delay the youth’s academic progress, leading to falling 
significantly behind peers. Educational instability, combined with the trauma of foster 
youth placement, means individuals are more likely to encounter a range of academic 
difficulties. It is not, therefore, surprising that foster youth have the lowest high school 
completion rate in California, 54% compared to 83% overall (CA Dept. of Education, 
2018). Additionally, a recent statewide report found that 85% of foster youth in California 
apply to a community college, yet just 50% enroll (Educational Results Partnership, 2019). 
In Riverside County, similar disparities are noted, with 66% of foster youth graduating from 
high school in 2019, compared to 90% of the general student population. The high school 
graduation rate for foster youth in Riverside is lower than other impacted subgroups, 
including students with disabilities and homeless youth.

In response to the challenges faced by students from foster care, Moreno Valley College, 
Norco College, and Riverside City College established foster youth support programs 
on the campuses to mitigate barriers and increase academic success. In 2019-20, the 
colleges enrolled 1,435 self-identified foster youth. Many students participated in foster 
youth support programs, specifically the Guardian Scholars. At Moreno Valley College 
91 students enrolled and 78 served in fall 2020. At RCC 202 students started and 193 
served in fall 2020, and at Norco College 63 students started and 56 served in fall 2020. 
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These students receive help with the matriculation process, academic advising, financial 
assistance for textbooks, emergency needs, priority registration, UC/CSU campus tours, 
and peer mentorship. These students are also eligible to receive book vouchers, gas 
cards, meal vouchers and are encouraged to attend self-enhancement workshops. Foster 
youth benefit from access to a single point of contact on the campuses.

Data indicate that support programs positively impact student retention. For example, 
Riverside City College Guardian Scholars access financial aid at higher rates than foster 
youth not participating in the program; 88% of Guardian Scholars students obtain a Pell 
grant, compared to 50% of nonparticipating foster youth. While 80% of nonparticipating 
foster youth earn the CCPG waiver, 100% of Guardian Scholars students received the 
waiver, and 60% of Guardian Scholars students accessed the Chafee grant, compared 
to 3% of nonparticipating foster youth. Riverside City College Guardian Scholars see 
a greater rate of retention from fall to spring than their nonparticipating counterparts, 
with 71% persisting between terms, compared to 57% of nonparticipating foster youth. 
Additionally, more Guardian Scholars are persisting from term to term each year, with the 
College realizing a 12% increase in cohort retention from 2016 to 2018.  

According to an internal survey of Riverside City College Guardian Scholars, 96% indicated 
that having a dedicated campus program for foster youth was very important, which was 
the highest rating on the scale.  

To expand access and success for foster youth, the colleges created the Foster Youth 
Support Network which provides regional, interagency coordination of services as well as 
direct continuous support and resources to foster youth in grades 9 through 12. Personnel 
work with these prospective students to increase college readiness and prepare them for 
a seamless transition into higher education.  

Through the Foster Youth Support Network, RCCD also co-leads the Foster Youth Executive 
Advisory Council (EAC), in partnership with the Riverside County Office of Education’s 
Foster Youth Services Coordinating Program. The EAC brings together foster youth 
representatives from K-12 districts, the Riverside Department of Public Social Services, 
college foster youth program advisors, and staff from the county Independent Living 
Program (ILP). This body is responsible for cross-case management, identifying gaps in 
services, highlighting best practices, and developing joint events and interventions for 
foster youth. The Foster Youth Support Network also supports feeder high schools with 
an embedded student resource specialist who works with foster youth. 

Staff have identified and provided transition services to 646 foster youth enrolled in local 
high schools. The Foster Youth Support Network has provided 5,317unique services to 
1,131 foster youth since the program implementation, and 494 foster youth from feeder 
high schools have successfully registered for college courses. The first-year Foster Youth 
Support Network cohort realized a 67% persistence rate from fall 2019 to spring 2020 
semester, on par with the Guardian Scholars cohort and significantly outpacing the 
average persistence rate of nonparticipating foster youth at 55%.  For those students 
receiving FYSN transition services in high school, 88% reported that college enrollment 
help targeted to foster youth in high school was ‘important’ or ‘very important.’  
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