
Financial Aid Reform -
Cal Grant Reform

ACTION
Riverside Community College District appreciates Assembly and Senate members’ 
legislative attempts to reform the Cal Grant. For the 2022-23 legislative session, RCCD 
supports Cal Grant modernization reform legislation, which was previously championed 
by Assembly members Jose Medina and Kevin McCarty and Senator Connie Leyva, and 
has been reintroduced. 

Additionally, RCCD supports:

• The Governor’s 2022-23 budget proposal of $10 million for college financial aid 
offices as well as reinforce emergency protection allowance and amend language 
from the original categorical funding bill that mandates COLA for financial aid; $100 
million for expansion of the Student Success Completion Grant; and $20 million to 
support emergency student financial assistance grants to eligible AB 540 students.

• Reducing, or even eliminating the grade point average requirement, for community 
college students. As well as align state and federal financial aid requirements, 
reducing the number and types of Cal Grant awards to minimize confusion and 
lessen delays in payment to students because of required certifications. 

• Removing barriers to eligibility and reducing the financial gap between California 
community college awards and those of the University of California/California State 
University Cal Grant amounts. 

• Accounting for the cost of attendance, rather than the cost of tuition. 

ISSUE
State grant awards for California community college students are not equitable to student 
awards at UC, CSU and private colleges. Community college students make up the largest 
population, yet receive the smallest Cal Grant awards. The Cal Grant program must be 
updated and consolidated. This will create an equitable system for students seeking 
a higher education. It will also reduce, if not remove, the confusion among students, 
institutions and the California Student Aid Commission. 

BACKGROUND
As tuition and fees have increased at state universities so have Cal Grant awards. However, 
community college Cal Grant awards have remained static, failing to keep up with the 
increased cost of attendance. Community college students who qualify for financial aid 
are the largest population of Cal Grant recipients, but continually receive only a fraction of 
what four-year attending students receive. And, yes, 67% of community college students 
receive a tuition waiver, but it is more expensive for a community college student to 
attend college than a university student due to smaller financial aid awards. 

The 2021-22 budget included increases in the award amount for the new E3 CCC 
entitlement for Cal A and B. The application deadline changed to September 2 and 
the timeout of high school requirement was removed. Currently, there are three Cal 
Grant award programs, plus the middle-class scholarship — all with different eligibility 
criteria. This includes Cal A programs with two payment levels, Cal B with eight, and 
Cal C with four award amounts, depending on a multiple of factors. This has created a 
bureaucratic quagmire that is confusing for students, schools and the California Student 
Aid Commission. This becomes even more problematic when award amounts change 
from year to year due to state budgets and requirement modifications which delay funds 
being distributed. These timing issues make it difficult for a number of parties on a number 
of levels.
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