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Subject Resolution No.08-13/14 Designating Certain Products, Brands, and Services as District 
Standards

College/District District

Funding Various Resources

Recommended
Action

It is recommended that the Board of Trustees adopt Resolution Number 08-13/14 Designating 
Certain Products, Brands, and Services as District Standards for equipment and installation into 
District buildings as permitted by Public Contract Code §3400(b). 

Background Narrative:

Public Contract Code §3400(b), states that California public agencies must allow contractors to provide an “or 
equal” substitution for materials, products, things, or services that are specified in the contract documents. 
However, specifications for such contracts may designate a product by brand or trade name if the Board has made 
a finding, described in the invitation for bids or Request for Proposal (RFP), that a particular material, product, 
thing, or service is designated for any of the following purposes (Public Contract Code §3400(c)):

1. To conduct a field test or experiment to determine its   suitability for future use;
2. To match others in use on a particular public improvement that has been completed or is in the course of 
completion;
3. To obtain a necessary item that is only available from one source;
4. To respond to the Board’s declaration of an emergency, as long as the declaration has been approved by
four-fifths of the Board when issuing the invitation for bid or RFP.

The definition of “or equal" is highly subjective and often results in incompatibility with existing systems and
equipment. To address this situation, the Facility Working Group Committee was tasked with establishing District 
Standards. The Facility Working Group Committee includes the following members:

  Chris Carlson, Chief of Staff and Facilities Development (District) 
  Bart Doering, Director of Construction (District)
  Laurens Thurman, Facilities Consultant (District)
  Norm Godin, Vice President, Business Services (Moreno Valley College)
  Beth Gomez, Vice President, Business Services (Norco College)
  John al-Amin, Interim Vice President, Business Services (Riverside City College)
  Scott Zwart, Director, Facilities Maintenance and Operations (Riverside City College) 

Steve Monsanto, Director, Facilities (Norco College)
Majd Askar, Purchasing Manager (District)

The District, in accordance with Public Contract Code §3400(c)(2),has found that the following systems and
products should be designated by specific brand name to match other products already in use at the District and 
Colleges: Irrigation Control System, Key Cylinder System, Elevators, Energy Management System, Card Access 
System, and Fire Alarm System. The systems and products being designated have proven to be reliable and 



efficient through installations in various locations throughout the District. By approving this Resolution, the District 
is establishing District Standards which will reduce maintenance, staff training and inventory parts cost.

Prepared By: Aaron Brown, Vice Chancellor, Business and Financial Services
Chris Carlson, Chief of Staff & Facilities Development
Majd Askar, Purchasing Manager

Attachments:
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Subject Adoption of Resolution No. 30-13/14 Designating Certain Products, Brands, and Services as 
District Standards

College/District District

Funding Various Resources

Recommended
Action

It is recommended that the Board of Trustees adopt Resolution Number 30 - 13/14 Designating 
Certain Products, Brands, and Services as District Standards for equipment and installation into 
District buildings as permitted by Public Contract Code §3400(c). 

Background Narrative:

Public Contract Code §3400(b), states that California public agencies must allow contractors to provide an “or 
equal” substitution for materials, products, things, or services that are specified in the contract documents. 
However, specifications for such contracts may designate a product by brand or trade name if the Board has made 
a finding, described in the invitation for bids or Request for Proposal (RFP), that a particular material, product, 
thing, or service is designated for any of the following purposes: (Public Contract Code §3400(c))

1. To conduct a field test or experiment to determine its suitability for future use;
2. To match others in use on a particular public improvement that has been completed or is in the course of 
completion;
3. To obtain a necessary item that is only available from one source;
4. To respond to the Board’s declaration of an emergency, as long as the declaration has been approved by four-
fifths of the Board when issuing the invitation for bid or RFP.

The definition of “or equal" is highly subjective and often results in incompatibility with existing systems and 
equipment. To address this situation, the Facility Working Group Committee was tasked with establishing District 
Standards. The Facility Working Group Committee includes the following members:

Chris Carlson, Chief of Staff & Facilities Development 
Bart Doering, District - Facilities Development Director 
Laurens Thurman, College Facilities Consultant
Norm Godin, Moreno Valley College – Vice President, Business Services
Beth Gomez, Norco College – Vice President, Business Services
John al-Amin, Riverside City College – Acting Vice President, Business Services
Scott Zwart, Riverside City College – Director, Facilities Maintenance 
Steve Monsanto, Norco College - Director, Facilities Maintenance Majd Askar, District - Purchasing Manager

The District, in accordance with Public Contract Code §3400(c)(2),has found that the following systems and
products should be designated by specific brand name to match other products already in use at the District and 
Colleges: Cable Fiber, Uninterruptable Power Systems and Power Distribution Units, Audio-Visual Floor Boxes, 
Audio-Visual Wall Plates/Connectors, Audio-Visual Wall Boxes, and Audio-Visual Connectors. The systems and 
products being designated have proven to be reliable and efficient through installations in various locations 
throughout the District. By approving this Resolution, the District is establishing District Standards which will 
reduce maintenance, staff training and inventory parts cost.

Prepared By: Aaron Brown, Vice Chancellor, Business and Financial Services
Chris Carlson, Chief of Staff & Facilities Development
Rick Herman, Associate Vice Chancellor, Information Technology & Learning SVS
Beth Gomez, Vice President, Business Services (Norco)



John al-Amin, Interim Vice President, Business Services (RCC)
Norm Godin, Vice President, Business Services, MVC
Majd Askar, Purchasing Manager

Attachments:
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