February 21, 2012
Countdown to Riverside City College's 100th Anniversary
This week, a story continuation of Riverside Junior College student Anita Johnson Mackey. The
April 18, 2011 “Countdown” told of how this early 1930s African-American student wrote an article in
the January 16, 1933 RJC “Arroyo” student newspaper dealing with race relations. The article is
reproduced below, along with her photo from the 1933 “Tequesquite” yearbook.

Following her 1933 RJC graduation, she attended the University of Redlands, graduating in 1937
with a B.A. In 1941 she earned an M.A. degree from the University of Chicago School of Social
Service Administration. From 1940 to 1943, she was employed as a social worker in pediatrics at
Chicago’s Provident Hospital and for another three years as a Home Services case worker with the
American Red Cross. She then began a career of more than 29 years as a social worker with the
Veterans Administration in Chicago, Los Angeles and Santa Barbara. During most of her service
with the VA, she held supervisory positions. She retired in 1976 with a special commendation from
the VA. Much of her time was devoted to helping the underprivileged and disadvantaged. She was
a board member of the NAACP, of the Santa Barbara County Committee for Equal Opportunity in
Apprenticeship and Training for Minority Groups, and of the advisory board for the Center for Black
Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara. She was the first instructor of Afro-American
culture at Santa Barbara City College. The tenets and the life of the Seventh Day Adventist Church
played a big part of her being. She served as a board member of the Santa Barbara Seventh Day
Adventist Parochial School and as a member of the Human Relations Committee of the Pacific
Union Conference of the Seventh Day Adventist Church. She was also a trustee of Loma Linda
University with a particular interest in the university’s hospital. Her church acknowledged her
dedication by calling on her in 1974 to deliver the centenary graduation address at Andrews
University at Berrien Springs, Michigan. At that time, the university awarded her an honorary Doctor
of Humane Letters Degree. In June of 1976, Anita Johnson Mackey was honored as the 20th RCC
Alumnus of the Year at the college’s commencement ceremony.

The two photos below show her at the time of her RCC Alumnus of the Year Award. In the photo on
the right she can be seen visiting the RCC Quadrangle where she attended as a student more than
forty years earlier. Accompanying her is Foster Davidoff (RCC Superintendent/President 1974-78).

Regarding her parents, she declared, “I learned at home that what was in my head was more
important than the color of my skin”.
It is 4 years and 3 weeks until RCC’s 100th Anniversary on March 13, 2016.
The Riverside City College Instructional Media Center is bringing you this five year countdown to
RCC’s 100th Anniversary. Our intention is to give everyone a weekly glance at the many people and
events that have been a part of the college.
Our thanks go to the RCC Digital Library Archives and the District’s Office of Strategic
Communications and Relations for allowing us to use their photo and newspaper collections.
Thanks as well to all of the RCC students and Faculty Advisors that were a part of the yearbook and
newspaper staffs. Thanks also to Tom Johnson and Gilbert Jimenez who wrote “the book” about
RCC’s history. “Riverside City College 1916-1981- A 65 Year History” is available in the RCC Digital
Library.
For copyright purposes, all images originating from Riverside City College publications and the
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